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	Environmental Quality Standards in the Environmental Code (Miljöbalken)

	Applied in:

Sweden
	Country:

Sweden
	Produced by:

Ministry of Environment

	Type of policy:

law
	In force since:

1999
	Level of application:

all levels

	Content:

The Environmental Code (Miljöbalken) is Sweden's environmental legislation. Adopted in 1999, it gathers all relevant legislation in one code. The Environmental Code allows the Swedish government to introduce so called Environmental Quality Standards, regulations on the quality of land, water, air or nature in other respects, for certain geographical areas or for the country as a whole. Environmental quality standards are a type of legally binding policy instrument introduced to deal with the environmental impacts of diffuse emission sources such as traffic and agriculture. 

Authorities have a duty to ensure that an environmental quality standard is not violated. The local authorities' comprehensive plans have to show how the municipality intends to enforce environmental quality standards. County administrative boards have a duty to ensure that the standards are taken into account in planning.

In cases where there is a risk for exceeding the standards, an action programme should be established. The action programme specifies which instruments should be used for ensuring compliance with the standard: 

· Administrative instruments, e.g. requirements that physical planning be changed with respect to environmentally sustainable infrastructure, traffic planning and build-out of public transport;

· Economic instruments, e.g. fees and taxes;

· Informative instruments, e.g. education and public information campaigns.

At present, action programmes have been established, due to exceedances of the environmental quality standards in the County of Stockholm (NO2, PM10), the Gothenburg Region (NO2, PM10), and the municipalities of Helsingborg (NO2), Uppsala (NO2, PM10), Umeå (NO2), Norrköping (PM10), and Malmö (NO2).

	Main objectives and reasons for implementation:

The Environmental Code came into force in 1999, replacing fifteen previous environmental acts which were unified into the Code. The purpose of the Environmental Code is to promote sustainable development which will assure a healthy and sound environment for present and future generations. 

The main reason to introduce environmental quality standards was to enable implementation of the EC directives that prescribe this type of standard.

	Spread of the policy:

Since 1999 the Environmental Code is applied in planning at all levels, nationwide. The Environmental Quality Standards are also enforced in the entire country, forcing municipalities to perform continuous measurements in the street environment.

	Consistency of application of the policy:

The Environmental Code and the Environmental Quality Standards are part of the national Swedish legislation, i.e. strongly applied.

	Targeted at:

planning authorities (local and/or regional) and developers (public or private)

	How binding is the policy?

mandatory 

	Designated to which kind of development?

The Environmental Quality Standards apply to all kinds of development. When measurements or calculations show that there is a risk for exceeding the standards on a specific site, the responsible authority must use all measures imaginable to set the figures straight.

	Applied or applicable in which kind of process?

· process of development of a Detailed Site Development Plan

· building permission process

· process of setting up comprehensive plans for municipalities
	Influenced by main policies:

· Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2008 on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe
· Environmental Code (1998)

	Kind of influence in the set-up of Mobility Management at the site level:

When there is a risk of exceeding the environmental quality standards, the government demands from the county administrative board to establish an action program showing how the local air quality can be improved. In some of these action programs, Mobility Management (e.g. information to the public and to corporations, parking management, congestion charging, requirement for transport plans for large enterprises) is part of the solution. As of today, several action programs have been adopted, where emphasis has been put on municipal measures (that is, measures that are to be implemented by the municipality) within the field of Mobility Management. As for companies, there are no examples available, where a company has been required to set up any direct Mobility Management measures (for example, mobility plan). In short, this is due to the fact that there is no support for such requirements in the national regulations. However, this has been highlighted in several of the action plans, where the County Administrative Board and/or the municipality have required an amendment in the regulations.

	Information sources:

· Directive 2008/50/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 21 May 2008 on ambient air quality and cleaner air for Europe
· Preparatory work for the Swedish Environmental Code legislation

	Additional comments:

None
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